RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: the statutory requirements. 

The key legislation relating to R.E. dates from the 1944 Act, although some goes back to 1870! The main requirements are:

· R.E. must be provided for all registered school pupils -this includes under 5s and Sixth Form pupils. (1988 - 6th form pupils added)

· The R.E. provided must be taught according to the Agreed Syllabus for the area. (GMS schools could choose – 93 Act, now Foundation Schools and must use local syllabus) The Agreed Syllabus itself must conform with the law.

· Responsibility for advising the LEA on R.E. rests with Standing Advisory Councils for R.E. (SACREs) These are representative bodies made up of four committees - Church of England, the local authority (elected members), teachers (nominated through unions), other religious denominations as represented in the area. Each committee has one vote! (93- proportionality added)

· When a new Agreed Syllabus is to be drawn up a Conference, with the same composition as the SACRE, must be convened. If the three other committees request the setting up of a     Conference the LEA must agree.

· This legislation dates back to 1944, but from 88 each LEA had to have a SACRE. From 93 all LEAs which had not reviewed their Agreed Syllabus since 88 are required to do so. A     syllabus must be reviewed every 5 years. The four unitary authorities which replaced the County of Avon all used the Avon Syllabus which was introduced in 1994. Now, they have produced their own syllabus, although North Somerset and B&NES adopted the Somerset     syllabus. Bristol LEA launched their latest syllabus in 2005 as did South Gloucestershire. None of these local Agreed Syllabuses reflect the latest non-statutory guidance given in the QCA Framework for RE.

The Secretary of State has no power to intervene unless the local Education Committee doesn't approve of its Sacre's recommendation or the Conference cannot reach unanimous agreement. 

· The 93 Act made changes to SACREs and Conferences in relation to GMS schools. A fifth committee when a particular % of pupils/schools are GMS. ( GMS no longer exists: now Foundation schools, no 5th committee)

· National Model Syllabuses were published by SCAA. Their purpose was to guide Sacres and Conferences in drawing up their Agreed Syllabus. They had no statutory force and any percentages attached to them are advisory.  The relevant legislation is in the 1988 Act. These have now been superseded by the QCA non-statutory Framework for RE. But, this is non-statutory and its purpose is to guide Sacres not individual schools or teachers.

· The content of R.E. is defined in section 8.3 of the 1988 Act. It states that R.E. must "reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian whilst taking account of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain."

· This makes it illegal for RE in LEA schools to teach exclusively from one religious                                                                                                        tradition. V.A or religious “Foundation” schools are in a different position. Much has been made of "in the main". In the 93 Act there is reference to the requirement that teaching about Christianity should "predominate". However legal rulings have made it clear that     neither of these phrases can be interpreted in terms of a specific proportion of time. The requirement that teaching must be non-denominational remains. Syllabuses must not be designed to convert pupils or to urge a particular religion or religious belief on them.

· Agreed Syllabuses may incorporate ATs, Pof S, Assessment.

· Circular 1/94 and more recent guidelines provide non-statutory guidance on the interpretation of the 88 and 93 legislation. In the end disputes would have to be settled in court. The circular also includes statements of Government aims for RE. The circular says that at each key stage the relative content devoted to Christianity should predominate. The balance between religions should take account of local and national positions. Non-Christian religions must be taught with appropriate rigour.

· The law does not specify a particular time requirement for RE any more than it does for any other curriculum subject. However the final Dearing Report said -



Key Stage 1 - 36 hours



Key Stage 2 - 45 hours
THESE FIGURES REPRESENT A 



Key Stage 3 - 45 hours
MINIMUM OF 1 HOUR EACH WEEK


Key Stage 4 - 5%


The Dearing Review did not alter the position of RE, although in theory it ought to mean more time in schools for non-NC subjects. Most Agreed Syllabuses give time allocations, but whether these are legally enforceable is doubtful!

· Schools must report to parents each year on their child's progress in RE.

· Schools must make the RE syllabus available on request. They must include a statement in their prospectus about RE and also inform parents when a new Agreed Syllabus had been implemented.

· Schools must comply with a parental request to withdraw their child from RE. Parents are not obliged to state their reasons.

· No teacher or headteacher can be compelled to teach RE. Willingness to teach RE cannot be a requirement of a post.

· Ofsted inspectors have a duty to report on whether a school is meeting the law in providing RE. Inspections must also report on the school's promotion of the "spiritual, moral, cultural and social development of pupils". The subsequent Action Plan must say how the school intends to address any perceived shortcomings in relation to RE.

· Complaints relating to RE must be part of the recognised procedures.

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
Many of the points made about the legal position of RE also apply to Collective Worship. This is a potential minefield and there was widespread concern that the guidance given in the 1994 circular went far beyond the legislation. 

Key things worth knowing are:
§
the conscience clause applies to Worship in exactly the same way. No - one, including headteachers and RE teachers can be compelled to lead or take part in Worship.

§
In the 1988 Act all references to RE and Collective Worship were amended so that the two were clearly seen as being quite separate activities. Obviously there is likely to be a connection, but one cannot legally argue that RE is being delivered as part of Collective Worship. There must be separate provision.

§
Collective Worship must be provided for all pupils every day. The timing is flexible and it is not necessary for all pupils to gather together. However pupils must meet for      worship in existing groups. 

§
Schools wishing to provide/allow particular groups of pupils to worship according to a particular tradition must apply to SACRE for a determination. 

§
Schools who arrange for acts of collective worship not on the school premises can legally do so but must in addition hold the daily statutory act of worship on the school premises

§
Circular 1/94 defines worship in a very prescriptive way. Collective Worship must be concerned with reverence to a divine power or being. It must give special status to Jesus Christ. It must be broadly Christian on the majority of occasions. It is different from    Assembly. It must elicit a response from pupils.

There have been various rumours, particularly when Charles Clarke was Secretary of State for Education, that the legislation applying to Collective Worship was to be amended, but no action has been forthcoming! Imagine trying to get that through the Commons!























