Timeline of Events
Superpower Rivalry 1945 -1990
1941
USA, Britain & USSR form the Grand Alliance in WWII
1945
Feb
Yalta Conference



April
Truman becomes US President



July
Potsdam Conference



Aug
USA drop Atomic bombs on Japan (WWII over)

1946
“Iron Curtain” created by Stalin

Dec
Britain & USA combine their zones of Germany

1947
Jan
Bizonia created

Feb
Britain turns to USA to help Greece



- leads directly to the Truman Doctrine



Mar
Truman Doctrine announced




Stalin announces COMINFORM



Jun
Marshall Aid begins

1948 Communist governments installed behind Iron Curtain

French zone of Germany added (Deutschmark introduced)

Jun
Berlin Blockade (airlift begins)
     1949
April
NATO established

May
Stalin gives up Blockade

Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) established




Jul
USSR explodes its’ first Atomic Bomb

Sept
Airlift for ends & NATO comes into being

China falls to Communism

Oct
German Democratic Republic (East Germany) set up
1952 USA explodes H-Bomb

1953 USSR explodes H-Bomb

1955 Warsaw Pact signed

May
W. Germany joins NATO

1956 Khrushchev’s “Secret Speech”

Jun
Rioting in Poland

Oct
Gomulka becomes Polish Communist leader


Stays loyal to USSR

24th Oct
Imre Nagy becomes Hungarian Prime Minister

30th Oct
Announces free elections

2nd Nov
Announces Hungarian withdrawal from Warsaw Pact

4th Nov
Soviet Army ordered to invade

1957 USSR tests ICBMs – USA responds by developing their own

Khrushchev travels the world

USSR launches Sputnik (Space Race begins)

    1958
Nov
Khrushchev demands Western powers leave Berlin

    1959
Castro takes over in Cuba
    1960
May
US Spy Plane (U2) shot down by USSR

    1961
Yuri Gagarin (USSR) becomes first man in space
Jun
Khrushchev & Kennedy meet for a summit US Kennedy increases defence spending and the number of U2 missions

    

13th Aug
Border between East and West Berlin closed



15th Aug
Building of Berlin Wall begins



Dec
Castro makes Cuba Communist

    1962
14th Oct
U2 over Cuba spots missile bases

16th Oct
6 days of emergency meetings of US government

22nd Oct 
Kennedy explains his policy to US public (blockade of the islands)

23rd Oct
Khrushchev accuses USA of interfering in Cuban affairs

24th Oct
Blockade comes into effect


Soviet ships either turn around or stop

27th Oct
US government accepts offer from Khrushchev   

1963 Détente begins

Test Ban Treaty signed

1964 Khrushchev replaced by Brezhnev

1965 President Johnson announces deployment of combat troops to Vietnam

1966 USSR develops ABMs and MIRVs

1968
Jan
Czech govt shows increasing independence from USSR

Aug
Brezhnev sends troops into Czechoslovakia

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty signed

USA develops ABMs and MIRVs

1969 Nixon becomes US President

1970 Brezhnev agrees to Strategic Arms Limitations Talks (SALT I & II)

1972 
SALT I signed

Mutual Balanced Force Reduction talks begin (MBFR) – continued until 1980’s

1973 Combat troops withdrawn from Vietnam

1974 US and Soviet astronauts (Cosmonauts) meet in space

SALT II begins (until 1979) (further agreements lasted until 1985)

1975 Both countries sign Helsinki Agreement on Human Rights

1976 US President Carter criticizes USSR’s human rights record

1977 Cuba joins COMINFORM

1979 Iran Embassy Crisis

Fear that new Iranian govt would be pro-Soviet

Nicaragua – guerillas seize power with Communist support

Cuba sends support to Angola

New missile deployments by both sides in Europe

Christmas Day – USSR invades Afghanistan

1980 USA refuses to ratify SALT II

USA boycotts Moscow Olympics

1981 Regan becomes US President – makes “Evil Empire” speech

Intermediate Range Missile talks begin

“Zero option” refused by Brezhnev

Dec
Martial Law imposed in Poland

1982 Walesa (Polish) released from prison

Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START) begin

Reagan announces SDI (Star Wars)

Brezhnev dies – Andropov takes over

1983 USSR condemns US invasion of Grenada

1984 Chernenko succeeds Andropov

USSR boycotts Los Angeles Olympics

1985
March
Gorbachev replaced the dead Chernenko (leads to Glasnost & Perestroika)
    1987
The Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty signed

    1989
Strikes and protests in Poland



Same in Hungary



Sept
Hungary opens borders with Austria




E. Germany does the same

Nov
Communist govts of E. Germany, Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria resign

Dec
Ceaucescu of Romania murdered

Gorbachev and the new US President, Bush declare the Cold War over
