Source A

“Our troubles are not at an end; but significant steps have been taken in the last 48 hours to lift the threat of war from the western hemisphere and the world. This has been made possible by the unity of the American people (including Republicans) behind a firm policy; by the unswerving support of our allies (especially by the OAS); by the framework for world discussion provided by the UN; and – it must be added – by the belated recognition of Chairman Khrushchev that his adventure was a dangerous miscalculation which was bring the world close to war.”

· Arthur Schlesinger Jr., Memo to President Kennedy, October 29, 1962

Source B

“The transformation of Cuba into an important strategic base is an explicit threat to the peace and security of the Americas. This action contradicts the repeated assurances of Soviet spokesmen that the arms build-up in Cuba would be defensive.

Our objective must be to prevent the use of these missiles against this or any other country, and to secure their withdrawal from the Western Hemisphere.

All ships bound for Cuba will, if found to contain cargoes of offensive weapons, be turned back. Any nuclear missile launched from Cuba will be regarded as an attack by the Soviet Union on the United States.

I call upon Chairman Khrushchev to halt this reckless and provocative threat to world peace.”

· President John F. Kennedy’s address to the nation, October 22, 1962

Source C

“You want to rid your country of danger. But Cuba also wants the same thing. You have surrounded the Soviet Union with missiles, your rockets are aimed against us. Do you believe that you have the right to demand security for your own country while not recognising it for us?”

· Chairman Khrushchev’s letter to President Kennedy, October 26, 1962

Source D

“John F. Kennedy had won. The Soviet government was backing down. The Russians did dismantle the bases. They took everything away. It should be noted that three months after the crisis, the United States removed all its missiles from Turkey and Italy.”

· Written in 1980 by an American Historian

Source E

“We sent the Americans a note saying that we agreed to remove our missiles and bombers on condition that the President gave us his assurance that there would be no invasion of Cuba by the forces of the United States. Finally, Kennedy gave in. It was a great victory for us, a spectacular success without having to fire a shot.”

· Nikita Khrushchev, in his memoirs, Khrushchev Remembers

Source F

“It isn’t the first step that concerns me, but both sides escalating to the fourth or fifth steps, and we don’t want to go to the sixth step.”

· President Kennedy regarding the resolution of the Cuban Missile Crisis

Source G

“We’re eyeball to eyeball and I think the other fellow just blinked.”

· Dean Rusk, US Secretary of State during the Cuban Missile Crisis

Source H

President Kennedy will be remembered as the President who helped to bring the thaw in the Cold War. This was always his aim, but only after Cuba did he really act. That crisis left its mark on him; he recognised how frightening were the consequences of misunderstandings between East and West.

President Kennedy was shot dead by a gunman in Texas in November 1963. This is from his obituary in the British newspaper, The Guardian

Source I

Even after it was all over the President made no statement attempting to take credit for himself or for his administration for what had occurred. He instructed all his staff that no interview should be given, no statement made, which would claim any kind of victory. He respected Khrushchev for properly determining what was in his own country’s interests and in the interests of mankind. If it was a triumph, it was a triumph for the next generation and not for any particular government or people.

Robert Kennedy, ’13 Days’

Source J

In 1961 we increased our military aid to Cuba. We were sure the Americans would never agree to the existence of Castro’s Cuba. They feared, and we hoped, that a Socialist Cuba might become a magnet that would attract other Latin American countries to Socialism. We had to find an effective deterrent to American interference in the Caribbean.

The Caribbean Crisis was a triumph of Soviet foreign policy and a personal triumph in my own career. Today Cuba exists as an independent socialist country right in front of America. Cuba’s very existence is good propaganda. We behaved with dignity and forced the United States to demobilise and to recognise Cuba.

Khrushchev was forced from power in 1964. This extract comes from his memoirs written in 1971
