The Cuban Missile Crisis, October 1962


Source A

“Our objective must be to prevent the use of these missiles against this or any other country, and to secure their withdrawal from the Western Hemisphere.

All ships bound for Cuba will, if found to contain cargoes of offensive weapons, be turned back. Any nuclear missile launched from Cuba will be regarded as an attack by the Soviet Union on the United States.”

· President John F. Kennedy’s address to the nation, October 22, 1962

Source B

Source C

“You want to rid your country of danger. But Cuba also wants the same thing. You have surrounded the Soviet Union with missiles, your rockets are aimed against us. Do you believe that you have the right to demand security for your own country while not recognising it for us?”

· Chairman Khrushchev’s letter to President Kennedy, October 26, 1962

Source D

Source E

“John F. Kennedy had won. The Soviet government was backing down. The Russians did dismantle the bases. They took everything away. It should be noted that three months after the crisis, the United States removed all its missiles from Turkey and Italy.”

· Written in 1980 by an American Historian

Source F

“The Caribbean Crisis was a triumph of Soviet foreign policy and a personal triumph in my own career. Today Cuba exists as an independent socialist country right in front of America. Cuba’s very existence is good propaganda. We behaved with dignity and forced the United States to demobilise and to recognise Cuba.

Khrushchev was forced from power in 1964. This extract comes from his memoirs written in 1971

This question is about the Cuban Missile Crisis, 1962. Look carefully at sources A to F on pages 1-2 in the sources booklet and then answer questions (a) to (d) below.

(a) Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about the threat to the United States during the Cuban Missile Crisis?

(4)

(b) Study Sources A, B and C.

Does Source C support the evidence of Sources A and B about the threat to America during the Cuban Missile Crisis?

(6)

(c) Study Sources D and E.

How useful are these two sources as evidence of an American victory during the Cuban Missile Crisis?

(8)

(d) Study all the sources and use your own knowledge.

Explain the significance of the Cuban Missile Crisis for Superpower Relations.

(12)

(Total 30 marks)
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