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Siegfried Sassoon was born in Kent in 1886 to a wealthy Jewish family. He had a privileged upbringing, and in his spare time went fox hunting, played cricket and wrote poetry. He went to Cambridge University but failed to finish his course and instead went back home to live with his rich parents. He didn’t need to work.
Siegfried enlisted on the first day war broke out and went off to join the fighting in Northern France. On 1 November 1915 his brother Hamo was shot and died of his wounds. Siegfried went into shock and could only deal with the loss by taking part in near-suicidal missions on the frontline, quickly earning himself the nickname ‘Mad Jack’.  He once even captured a section of the German trenches single-handedly! On the eve of the Battle of the Somme in July 1916, Sassoon received the Military Cross - the second highest army medal - for his courageous exploits. 
While in Britain, recovering from a bullet wound to his shoulder, he met some important pacifists and began to question Britain’s involvement in the war. His anger with the war grew as he became increasingly aware of the enormous profits factory owners were making through the sale of arms and equipment.  In July 1917 he published a letter called simply ‘A Soldier’s Declaration’ that openly criticised the government and publicly threw his medal into the River Mersey.
Many politicians were furious. They wanted to court martial Sassoon, but thought that it would be difficult to punish such a prominent war hero. Instead, they claimed he was suffering from shell shock and sent him to a hospital in Scotland to recuperate. There he met other writers, including Wilfred Owen and wrote more poetry and articles which criticised the war effort. Tragically Owen died during the last week of the war, but thanks to Sassoon his work was published and is among some of the most famous war poetry we know today.
Sassoon eventually returned to the battlefield. He felt it was his duty to help his fellow soldiers and in the process nearly lost his life. A serious head wound brought an end to Sassoon’s army career although he continued writing about his hatred of the injustices of war for the rest of his life.
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