SUPERPOWER RIVALRY 1945-1991

KEY QUESTIONS

The Beginning of the Cold War- Roosevelt, Stalin, Truman, Churchill

· Why did Russia and the Allies begin to mistrust each other?

· What role did Yalta and Potsdam play in causing tension?

· What role did Germany and Berlin play in causing tension?

· How far were either Russia or USA to blame for causing tension? Think about: Russia’s use of the Satellite states;Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” Speech; USA’s use of the A Bomb; Truman Doctrine & Marshall Plan; Berlin Airlift; Forming of NATO; Forming of Warsaw Pact

The 1950’s: The Globalisation of the Cold War and the Arms Race- Eisenhower, Khrushchev.

· Why did both sides become involved in Korea?

· Explain the “Domino Theory” and Containment. How did these cause tension?

· Why did USA get involved in Korea? And what were the effects of the war?

· Describe the types of weapons being developed in the 1950’s

· Why did both sides spend money on these new weapons?

· How did this increase tension?

· What role did the Space Race play in increasing tension?

· What role did the conflict of ideas play in increasing tension?

· Describe the attempts to control arms and explain why they failed.

The 1960’s: Berlin Wall; Cuban Missile Crisis; Vietnam- Khrushchev, Kennedy, Johnson

· How did the Berlin Wall increase tension?

· Why was Cuba an issue between the two sides?

· Describe the key events of the crisis

· Who won?

· What were the consequences of the Crisis?

· Why did USA become involved in Vietnam?

· Describe the key events

· Why did USA lose?

· What were the consequences of the Vietnam War for USA and Vietnam?

The 1970’s: Attempts at Detente- Brezhnev, Nixon, Carter

· What new weapons were developed at this time?

· Why did both sides want to reduce tension?

· How successful were they in reducing tension? Think about: SALT I & II; Carter’s demands on USSR; Afghanistan

The 1980’s: Tension increases; The Cold War ends- Brezhnev, Reagan, Gorbachev, Bush

· What new weapons were developed at this time? and why did this cause tension?
· Why did both sides want to end tension?
· What role did Reagan and Gorbachev play in ending the Cold War?
· What was the “Sinatra Doctrine”? and what role did Berlin and East Europe play in ending the Cold War?
Remember

This unit is about change over time. You will need to know about specific events and periods, but also be prepared to answer questions based on themes or over a longer period. e.g. Berlin over time; the arms race over time; long term consequences of events.

Be prepared to answer analytical questions that ask you why things happened? what were the consequences of key events? who or what was to blame?
