Japanese Castles


	
	Castle Tower (Tenshukaku)

Also known as donjon or castle keep, this is the innermost, best defended and most prominent structure of a castle. Most castle towers have between two to five stories, and there are usually more floors inside than there are stories on the outside. 
Example: Castle tower of Kumamoto Castle 
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	Guard Tower (Yagura) 

Also known as turrets, these are watch towers and storage rooms along the castle walls. 
Example: A guard tower of Hiroshima Castle 
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	Walls and moats (hori)

Several rings of walls and moats served as a defense measure. Osaka Castle and the former Edo Castle (now Tokyo's Imperial Palace) offer the most impressing examples. 
Example: Castle walls and moat of Osaka Castle 
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	Gates (mon)

The typical castle gate consists of two gates which are placed in a 90 degree angle to each other, creating a small inner yard which is heavily defended from all sides. 
Example: Sakurada Gate of the former Edo Castle 
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