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Does General Haig deserve the title, ‘The Butcher of the Somme’?





( Group task





Read the sources in this pack and answer the following questions.





1. Look at sources 1 & 2. What do you think Haig expected to happen on the first day?





2. Which of the following statements can be supported by sources  1-5?





‘Haig was ignorant of what was going on at the front line’


‘Haig did not care about the loss of life’


‘Haig genuinely believed the attack was going well’





Explain your answers.





3. Compare sources 6 and 7. Describe the differences between the two photos.





4. How different are the views of the two historians in sources 5 & 8?





(Extension task





5. Many historians have suggested ways in which Haig could have changed his tactics at the Battle of the Somme. List as many ways in which Haig could have achieved the same or similar objectives with far fewer casualties.











(  6. Answer the key question “Does General Haig deserve the title ‘the Butcher of the Somme’” as an essay in no more than 750 words. Consider the following points:





Haig’s qualities as a military commander


The way he conducted the Battle of the Somme


Different interpretations of Haig and the Somme


Reasons why people have different interpretations of Haig and the Somme





You might find the BBC history website especially useful for extra research.








