The Algonquin Tribe


Lifestyle and Homes
The Algonquins were always travelling, so their supplies had to be limited to those that could be carried by canoe or toboggan. Other items were made on the spot when needed: bows and arrows; axe; needles; fire-making kit; bags and mats; birch bark containers; clothes and sleeping robes. Their shelters in the hunting camps were rectangular, conical, and dome-shaped, formed of poles and covered with birch bark. Some summer camps and villages contained longhouses similar to those of the Iroquois. 

The basic unit of Algonquin society was the family: the father and mother, grandparents, children and adopted children. Chiefs were selected for their leadership ability and their authority depended upon their personal qualities. 
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Algonquin Cradles

Food

As one Algonquin said, "Our country was a big garden. It grew twelve months of the year, and we just reached out and took what we needed. We didn't plant, and we didn't waste." It was difficult to grow many crops, although at one time they did grow some corn, beans, squash and even European peas. 

Their most dependable source of food was fish, caught all year round. Their largest and most dependable game animal was the moose, hunted in autumn, winter and spring. Black bear, beaver and water fowl were important, and smaller animals were taken when they were available. Berries were gathered throughout the summer as the different kinds became ripe. The southern bands tapped the sugar maple in the spring for its sap. The animal world was necessary as a food source, the plant world as a source of fire, shelter and tools. 

Crafts and Technology

The same animals which were killed for food also supplied the Algonquins with fur and skins for clothing and robes, bones for needles and other tools, and sinew for thread. With the arrival of the Europeans, these animals became especially important as a source of furs, which would be traded for European goods. Trapping furs in winter expeditions took the Algonquins far up the Ottawa River.
