Adolf Hitler, this is your life..

Born on 20th April 1889 in the small Austrian village of Braunau Am Inn just across the border from German Bavaria. his own family tree was quite mixed up and would be a lifelong source of embarrassment and concern to him. 

His father, Alois, was born in 1837. and was the illegitimate son of Maria Anna Schicklgruber and her unknown mate, which may have been someone from the neighborhood or a poor millworker. It is also remotely possible Adolf Hitler's grandfather was Jewish. 

Throughout his early days, young Adolf's mother feared losing him and lavished much care and affection on him.

In 1895, at age six, two important events happened in the life of young Adolf Hitler. First, the unrestrained, carefree days he had enjoyed up to now came to an end as he entered primary school. Secondly, his father retired on a pension from the Austrian civil service. 

This meant a double dose of supervision, discipline and regimentation under the watchful eyes of teachers at school and his strict father at home.

You joined a Catholic School after primary school, what affect did this have on you?

How did this make you feel Adolf?

“Well, ya, you see the Catholic school was also very strict like my father was but discipline is good. The ceremonies I had to sit in at school made a very deep impression on me.”

After Catholic school Adolf, a country boy, had to move to a big city to go to school. Hitler, the country boy, was lost in the city and its big school. City kids also looked down on country kids who went to the school. He was very lonely and extremely unhappy. 

Adolf had huge fights with his father, Alios, during his childhood and some accounts even suggest he was beaten by his father, although this was no an uncommon form of discipline in Austria at the time, please welcome his dad

(Dad’s answer)

How did the fights with your dad make you feel?

Try and think of your own answer! How would fighting with your dad make you feel?

Saturday, January 3, 1903, Alois Hitler, 65, went out for a walk, stopping at a favorite inn where he sat down and asked for a glass of wine. He collapsed before the wine was brought to him and died within minutes from a lung hemorrhage. For Adolf, there would be no more harsh words and no more arguing with his father, especially over his career choice. Hitler's father had insisted Adolf become a civil servant like himself. Young Hitler, however, had dreams of becoming a great artist. Now Hitler was free from the stern words and domineering authority of his father. In fact, young Adolf was now the male head of the household, a position of some importance in those days.

Adolf then went to Art school but failed his exams. How did make you feel Adolf?

Well being an artist had always been my dream so I was very angry. My mother died at about the same time so this was not a good time for me.

You then went and moved to Vienna but had nowhere to live. Hitler spent six years in Vienna, living on a small legacy from his father and an orphan's pension. In May 1913, Hitler, seeking to avoid military service, left Vienna for Munich, the capital of Bavaria In January, the police came to his door bearing a draft notice from the Austrian government. Hitler was arrested on the spot and taken to the Austrian Consulate. Upon reporting to Salzburg for duty, he was found "unfit...too weak...and unable to bear arms." 

However, Adolf soon rose to the occasion. When World War I was touched off, Hitler submitted a petition to enlist in the Bavarian army. After less than two months of training, Hitler's regiment saw its first combat near Ypres, against the British and Belgians. Hitler narrowly escaped death in battle several times, and was  awarded two Iron Crosses for bravery & he rose to the rank of lance corporal.

Please welcome Adolf’s Sergeant from the army Sergeant Frankfurt

(Sergenats Answer)

As an Austrian by birth were you happy to fight for the Germans?

“Not at first but the war soon installed a huge sense of national pride in Germany. Very soon I became extremely patriotic towards Germany. When we lost the war and had to sign that terrible Treaty of Versailles it made me very angry. We had fought for nothing, been humiliated by our government for signing the Treaty.”

Soon after the war, Hitler was recruited to join a military intelligence unit, and was assigned to keep tabs on the German Worker's Party. He saw this party as a vehicle to reach his political ends. His blossoming hatred of the Jews became part of the organization's political platform. Advertising for the party's meetings appeared in anti-Semitic newspapers. The turning point of Hitler's mesmerizing oratorical career occurred at one such meeting held on October 16, 1919.

With the assistance of party staff, Hitler drafted a party program consisting of twenty-five points. This platform was presented at a public meeting on February 24, 1920, with over 2,000 eager participants.

One person who was in the crowd at this meeting was Arnold Schwartz. Please welcome Arnold..

(Arnold’s Answer)

This was a long was from when you were considered to be a little bit lazy at school and you didn’t want the public to know about your past.

“Yes and my school teacher Mr Humer particularly annoyed me by saying I was in public, this only made me more determined though.”

Well he is here today Adolf, please welcome Adolfs old school teacher Eduard Humer..

(Eduard Humer’s Answer)

Humer had been Hitler’s French teacher and was in an excellent position to "spill the beans" - but this met with Hitler’s stern disapproval. Later on when Adolf came to power such disapproval would have been met with horrible consequences.

The name of the party was changed to the National Socialist German Worker's party, and the red flag with the swastika was adopted as the party symbol.

On November 8, 1923, Hitler held a rally at a Munich beer hall and proclaimed a revolution. The following day, he led 2,000 armed "brown-shirts" in an attempt to take over the Bavarian government. 

We have one of those here today, Ernst Hanfstaengel, to describe the events of that day.

(Ernst Hanfstaengel’s answer)

At Odensplatz Hitler and his troops found the road blocked by the Munich police. As they refused to stop, the police fired into the ground in front of the marchers. The stormtroopers returned the fire and during the next few minutes 21 people were killed and another hundred were wounded, included Goering.

When the firing started Adolf Hitler threw himself to the ground dislocating his shoulder. Hitler lost his nerve and ran to a nearby car. Although the police were outnumbered, the Nazis followed their leader's example and ran away.

So Hitler was arrested, and was imprisoned at Landsberg. He received a five-year sentence, but Adolf, you served only nine months of his five-year term.

What was your time like in jail? How did you use your time? 

“While in prison, I wrote the first volume of Mein Kampf. This was my political manifesto, it contained all my aims and what I believed needed to be done in Germany. Being in Jail really helped me because it gave me the time to plan and to think carefully how to seize power.” 

But surely the failed Beer Hall Putsch had put you off trying again, what if you had been arrested again?

Think of an answer to go here..think about how determined you were and that you were much better prepared now.

Once released from prison, Hitler decided to seize power constitutionally rather than by force of arms. Hitler's Nazi party captured 18% of the popular vote in the 1930 elections. In 1932, Hitler ran for President and won 30% of the vote.

By 1937, he was comfortable enough to put his master plan, as outlined in Mein Kampf, into effect. Calling his top military aides together at the "FÅhrer Conference" in November 1937, he outlined his plans for world domination. Those who objected to the plan were dismissed. 

Several attempts were made on Hitler's life during the war, but none was successful. As the war appeared to be inevitably lost and his hand-picked lieutenants, seeing the futility, defied his orders, he killed himself on April 30, 1945. His long-term mistress and new bride, Eva Braun, joined him in suicide.

"If freedom is short of weapons, we must compensate with willpower."
-- Adolf Hitler, Landsberg, 5 November 1925. 

Dad

Hello yah, Adolf could be quite a naughty boy, and was caught smoking when he was at school. But what we fought about most was that he wanted to become an artist but I thought he should work in Maths or Science but I refused to listen to him. Naughty boy yah!?

Sergeant

Hello yah, good to see you again Lance Corporal Hitler. The army installed Adolf with a great amount of discipline yah, as well as helping him to make new friends, many of whom got killed.

He had great drive and support for the war, he never wanted to loose..ruthless German efficienc.

Being promoted to Lance Corporal gave Adolf a sense of responsibility and leadership yah.

Arnold Schwarz

Adolf was extremely confident and told us what we wanted to hear. He had come up with some very interesting points for how to run Germany and what needed to change for example
among the 25 points were removing the Versailles Treaty, confiscating war profits, steal back land without compensation for use by the state, remove civil rights for Jews, and expelling those Jews who had emigrated into Germany after the war began.

He really seemed to hit the spot, he had found the big problems in Germany and was strong enough to carry them out.

Eduard Humer..
	Hitler was certainly gifted in some subjects, but he lacked self-control. He was argumentative and bad-tempered, and unable to submit to school discipline....moreover, he was lazy. He reacted with hostility to advice or criticism.  

Eduard Humer


Ernst Hanfstaengel, 

Kahr was sending us off to sleep. He had just said the words "and now I come to the consideration" which, for all I know, was to be the high spot of his speech, when the door behind us which we had come through flew open and in burst Goering with about twenty-five brownshirts with pistols and machine-guns.

Hitler began to plough his way towards the platform and the rest of us surged forward behind him. Tables overturned with their jugs of beer. On the way we passed a major named Mucksel, one of the heads of the intelligence section at Army headquarters, who started to draw his pistol as soon as he saw Hitler approach, but the bodyguard had covered him with theirs and there was no shooting.

Hitler clambered on a chair and fired a round at the ceiling. It is always maintained that he did this to terrify the gathering into submission, but I swear he did it to wake people up. Anyway, on home ground at last, Hitler barked an impromptu proclamation: "The national revolution has broken out. The Reichswehr is with us. Our flag is flying on their barracks."

